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About Ernestine’s Women’s Shelter
Ernestine’s Women’s Shelter provides emergency shelter, along with 24-hour crisis assistance, 

support programs, and counselling for women and children escaping violence. Our holistic 

shelter programs help women and children to break free from violence, heal from trauma, 

and ultimately rebuild their lives free from violence and abuse. Ernestine’s advocates for 

early intervention to end cycles of violence in families, and provides education about violence 

against women’s issues to businesses, community groups, and schools.

This year we are celebrating our 35th Anniversary of our shelter’s existence. Since we opened 

our doors 35 years ago, we have supported over 4,500 women and 5,000 child and youth clients.

Last year alone:
Our counsellors received 1,809 crisis calls.

We provided shelter and supportive counselling programs to 50 women and 61 children, to help 

them find safety, heal from trauma, and rebuild their lives after violence. 

We assisted 151 clients who are living within the community, in areas such as safety planning, 

access to food, counselling programs, and more. 

We created 416 safety plans, of which 166 were created specifically for children and youth.

We had 3,798 one-on-ones with children and youth. 

We provided 349 counselling sessions to community clients.

We accompanied our clients to various appointments 349 times, to help keep them safe.
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The Ernestine Affair
April 10, 2019

The Event
This year’s event will mark a momentous occasion as we celebrate 25 years of uniting as a community 
and recognize all that we have accomplished together for women and children. On April 10, 2019, 
Ernestine’s Women’s Shelter will welcome 500 friends and supporters to the 25th annual Ernestine 
Affair, an awards and fundraising 
evening. The event has grown from a 
lively but modest badminton tournament 
hosted by the shelter’s founders to an 
event attended by over 500 guests and 
supported by dozens of volunteers. 

Many of Ernestine’s supporters are 
surprised to learn that, while the shelter 
receives funding from the Ministry of 
Community and Social Services and 
the United Way, the shelter must still 
fundraise over $500,000 each year to 
continue to deliver essential services and 
programs to our clients, particularly those 
that support youth and children. This  
event is an opportunity to raise a portion  
of these funds.

Join us for the 25th Anniversary of the Ernestine Affair, 
as we celebrate 25 years of uniting as a community to 

stand up for women and protect children.

Save-the-Date!

April 10, 2019
The Carlu

Why should you sponsor The Ernestine Affair?
Sponsorship of the Ernestine Affair is an extraordinary opportunity to make a meaningful impact on 
the lives of women and children who have experienced violence. By sponsoring the Ernestine Affair, 
you’re not simply sponsoring an event, you’re making a direct impact on the families who depend on 
Ernestine’s. Families like Candice’s – who survived the worst of the worst. Read about her story here.

“ “On the day that the intake worker answered my call for 
help and accepted my son and I into Ernestine’s was the 
day my life changed for the better. Before I made that 
call for help, it was one of my darkest moments of life 
and desperate time of needing support, but the moment 
I arrived at the door steps of Ernestine’s, I knew then 
that my son and I was in a safe place…. I want to express 
how grateful I am to you and everyone at Ernestine’s 
for positively and effectively impacting my life and the 
lives of so many other women.... Thanks also to all of 
your sponsors, volunteers, and to all the other kind and 
generous people who gave and is continuing to give a 
lending hand.
  – Former Client

My family and I will forever be 
grateful for Ernestine’s Women 
Shelter for everything and all the 
amazing people and companies 
who contributed to the successful 
transformation in our lives.
  – Former Client

https://ernestines.ca/about-ews/success-stories/
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The Ernestine Affair 
Sponsorship Opportunities

Silver Anniversary Sponsorship: $30,000

This sponsorship package is a special opportunity this year. It commemorates 25 years of community 

support for families at Ernestine’s Women’s Shelter.

Silver Anniversary sponsorship includes:

• Company name will be aligned with all Anniversary promotions

• Full-page advertisement in the event program

• Name included in all digital marketing materials

• Logo featured within event media presentation

• Logo on entrance signage

• Two tables at the event, with priority seating

• Employee volunteer engagement at event

• Team-building volunteer experience at the shelter

• Acknowledgment in the 2018-2019 Annual Report
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The Ernestine Affair 
Sponsorship Opportunities

Youth Award Sponsorship: $20,000

Youth Award sponsorship includes: 

• A sponsor representative will be able to speak from the stage and present the award with past

year’s recipient

• Sponsor name will be featured in all award-related communications

• Full-page advertisement in the event program

• Logo featured in event media presentation

• Opportunity to host award recipient and their guest

• Logo on entrance signage

• Two tables at the event, with priority seating

• Employee volunteer engagement at event

• Team-building volunteer experience at the shelter

• Acknowledgment in the 2018-2019 Annual Report

This sponsorship enables us to provide a 

scholarship to the 2019 award recipient. 

The Natalie Novak Youth Award is given to a 

former youth resident who has shown courage, 

determination and a willingness to be a peer 

role model. It was created to honour Natalie 

Novak, a young Ryerson student who was 

murdered by her ex-boyfriend in 2006.

Pictured (L to R): Sharon Lewis (2018 Host), Elizabeth 
(2018 Youth Award Recipient), and Chinue 

(2015 Award Recipient) 
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The Ernestine Affair 
Sponsorship Opportunities

Customized Sponsorships: $15,000 
Custom sponsorship includes: 

• Featured as the themed sponsor at event and on event website and program

• Full-page advertisement in the event program

• Logo featured in sequence during the large-screen presentation at event

• Logo on entrance signage

• Employee volunteer engagement at event

• One table at the event, with priority seating

• Acknowledgment in the 2018-2019 Annual Report

• Team-building volunteer experience at the shelter

Examples of custom branding opportunities include: 

Volunteer Sponsor: Enjoy a great team-building opportunity! Have your team sport branded t-shirts 

while volunteering at the event. 

Live Auction Sponsor: Attach your brand to this exciting, animated part of the evening. 

Matching Donation Sponsor: Encourage donations by matching up to $15,000. 

Social Media Sponsor: Align your brand to all our social media communications before and during 

the event. The Ernestine Affair has trended fifth on Twitter for the last 2 years.

Custom sponsorship includes: 

• Featured as the themed sponsor at event and on event website and program

• Half-page advertisement in the event program

• Logo featured in sequence during the large-screen presentation at event

• Logo on entrance signage

• Employee volunteer engagement at event

• One table at the event, with priority seating

• Acknowledgment in the 2018-2019 Annual Report

Examples of custom branding opportunities include: 

Resident’s Benefactor: Your sponsorship ensures that every shelter client will be able to attend 

the Ernestine Affair and arrive in style.

50/50 Draw Sponsor: Brand the excitement of the 50/50 draw for all to experience. 

Wine Sponsor: Help everyone celebrate the evening and toast the award recipients. 

Customized Sponsorships: $10,000 
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Advocate sponsorship includes: 

• Half-page advertisement in the event program

• Featured as an Advocate sponsor on event website and program

• Sponsor name included on digital marketing materials

• Logo on entrance signage

• Five tickets to the event

• Acknowledgment in the 2018-2019 Annual Report

Align your company with our mission to stand up for women and protect children, and advocate for 

these families through your sponsorship. 

Advocate Sponsorship: $5,000 

The Ernestine Affair 
Sponsorship Opportunities

Friend sponsorship includes:

• Name on entrance signage

• Acknowledgement in the event program, event screen, and website

• Two tickets to the event

Friend Sponsorship: $1,500 

Table includes: 

• Table for hosting clients and guests

• Priority seating

• Business name on prominent entrance signage

• Business name in sequence during large-screen

media presentation

• Name acknowledgement in the event program

• A portion of the amount is eligible for a tax receipt

Table for Ten: $2,200* 
*Early Bird

Tables are $2,000 
before 

November 30th
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The Ernestine Affair 
Sponsorship Opportunities

Presenting sponsorship includes: 

• All branding for the event will include the wording “presented by ….” with your logo on 

letterhead, website, program and invitations 

• Opportunity for a sponsor representative to speak from the stage and present the award

• Opportunity to host award recipient and their guest

• Full-page advertisement in the event program

• Logo featured in event media presentation

• Logo on entrance signage

• Employee volunteer engagement at event

• Two tables to the event, with priority seating

• Lunch and Learn at your office

• Team-building experience at the shelter

• Acknowledgment in the 2018-2019 Annual Report

Presenting sponsor, together with the past year’s recipient, presents the award on stage. 

The Ernestine van Marle Inspiration Award is given to a former resident who has taken great risks 

to leave her abuser, and by building a better life for herself, inspires us all. It was created to honour 

Ernestine van Marle, our namesake, an 

inspired leader in the community.

Presenting Sponsorship: $50,000 

Pictured (L to R): Sharon Lewis (2018 Host), Nancy Ng’ang’a
(2018 Ernestine van Marle Award Recipient), and Sophia 

Barret (2017 Award Recipient) 



Contact Us
To purchase a sponsorship, or for more information, please contact us at 
engagement@ernestines.ca

Ernestine’s Women’s Shelter
P.O. Box 141, Station B 
Etobicoke, ON
M9W 5K9 

Tel: 416 743 1733 
24/7 Crisis line: 416 746 3701 x 0 
engagement@ernestines.ca 
www.ernestines.ca 

@ErnestinesWS 
#StandUp4Ernestines 

Registered Charity Number: 10167 8969 RR0001

Sponsorship brochure designed by Ext. Marketing Inc.
www.ext-marketing.com


